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BOARD MINUTES 

September 19, 2022 

 

The regular monthly Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order at 7:01pm on 

September 19, 2022, at the Cynthia Neal Center, 8047 W. 91ST Place, Hickory Hills, Illinois. 

 

The following commissioners were present: Kosnick, Morgan, Peterson, Zalas.  

 

Also present were Jennifer Fullerton, Executive Director, Angel Sanchez, Recreation Manager and Zach 

Ingalls, Maintenance Manager.  

 

Stephan Zalas, President, called A Public Hearing concerning the intent of the Board of Park Commissioners to 

receive public comments on the proposal to sell limited tax park bonds in an amount not to exceed $750,000 for 

the purpose of the building, maintaining, improving and protecting of the existing land and facilities of said 

Park District and for the payment of the expense’s incident thereto. Public Hearing pursuant to the requirements 

of Sections 10 and 20 of the Bond Issuance Notification Act of the State of Illinois, as amended on the plans to 

issue General Obligation Limited Tax Park Bonds, Series 2022 in the amount not to exceed $750,000. The 

Hearing Officer asked if there was anyone that had verbal or written comments. There were no comments. 

The Hearing Officer concluded the public hearing regarding a plan to issue not to exceed $750,000 in 

aggregate principal amount of the District’s General Obligation Limited Tax Park Bonds, Series 2022. 

Commissioner Morgan moved and Commissioner Peterson seconded the motion that the hearing be adjourned.  

Ayes: Kosnick, Morgan, Peterson, Zalas. Motion approved. Are there any further comments or discussion from 

members of the Board of Park Commissioners? No comments were made. The motion to adjourn the hearing is 

approved.  The Bond Issuance Notification Act hearing is now finally adjourned.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Commissioner Morgan moved, seconded by Commissioner Kosnick, to approve minutes of August 15, 2022. 

Ayes: Kosnick, Morgan, Peterson, Zalas. Motion approved.  

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Commissioners received a list of phone numbers of staff and commissioners.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Nothing to report. 

 

MAINTENANCE REPORT 

Mr. Ingalls presented the maintenance report, and it was placed on file. The entire hill was aerated and slit 

seeded due to the damage to the grass from the Carnival. We didn’t need to water it since it rained. There was 

major damage from one of the carnival rides from Moby Dick. This is the first time this ride was on the asphalt 

at the top of the hill. It was from the square blocks that go onto the surface for the Moby Dick ride. Splash pad 

closed September 2 and we will get it winterized. We painted A&B walls and doors prior to the floor going in. 

Nick Kenner was rehired for maintenance part-time at 32 hours per week. Eternally Green sprayed last week for 

the last spray of the year for weeds. The Marty Ptacek Park grass seed is popping, and we have a meter from 

public works to water when it doesn’t rain. There is a section of a seed matt that is bubbled up, and we have to 

put it back down. We did a water test on the KP roof last week and found where the water is coming from the 

metal roof. We have a tuckpointing issue. Director Fullerton said we are not sealing the metal roof since we are 
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not redoing the roof. We have tuckpointing that needs to be done in several areas and then taping the seams of 

the metal roof. Commissioner Morgan asked to explain slit seeding. Mr. Ingalls said it an attachment on the 

back of the tractor that has spikes and peels the grass up. Then it drops the seed down six inches and then rolls it 

out so there is dirt on the top.  

RECREATION REPORT 

Mr. Sanchez presented the recreation report, and it was placed on file. The Carnival went well with limited 

issues. The Carnival company limited the number of large-scale rides that attracted the teens and young adults 

last year where we had most of the problems. The police brought a command center which also was very visible 

and helpful to deter problems and issues. We had many families this year. We recommended to the Carnival 

company to add a Ferris wheel or chair swings where the parents can ride with the children. Commissioner 

Kosnick said we had good weather and a good turnout. Why would we add any rides that will attract the 

problem people and we make enough. Director Fullerton said we received a complaint on Facebook that we 

didn’t have rides for a certain age, for example, a ten-year-old. The Ferris Wheel we want to add is a family ride 

and we won’t add the big rides back. Regarding good weather, unfortunately the lightning detection was going 

off for several hours on Sunday. We closed the carnival from 5:30pm to 7pm on Sunday and opened for one 

hour and then closed for the evening at 8pm. We never got rained on, but you could see the lightning when we 

closed at 8pm. We questioned whether the lightning detection was working properly from 5:30-7pm so we 

won’t be using it anymore. There was a good turnout at the Street Fair. The City Clerk said she was happy with 

the Street Fair.  

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 

Ms. Muth presented the administrative report, and it was placed on file. The preschool numbers are still going 

up. We have 14 in three-day afternoon, and they are young so there will be two teachers in the room during that 

time. We have had at least one child in mini-school each day. Kindergarten Kids’ Place has at least one in the 

am and one in the pm. Dayla, one of the preschool teachers, will speak Arabic to connect to a child but will 

repeat it in English. She typically speaks in English. There are four teachers that returned to teach dance which 

are Ms. Liz, Ms. Gianna, Ms. Sarah and Ms. Isabella. Ms. Muth introduced the CN Recreation Assistant, 

Andrew Vogrin.  

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Commissioner Peterson moved, seconded by Commissioner Morgan, to approve Claim Ordinance 806.  

Ayes: Kosnick, Morgan, Peterson, Zalas. Motion approved. The Invoice/Memo report was included in the board 

packet for a further explanation of the check register. Commissioner Zalas made note of the Investment Report 

of April 30, 2022, which includes the US Treasury statement. Director Fullerton said $100,000 was transferred 

from the checking account to the investment account. We are losing a lot on US Treasuries with cashing them in 

because of no tax distributions coming in. There will be more cashed in for the bond payments due December 1. 

Commissioner Morgan moved, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to approve the Operating Statements for 

Final April 30, 2022. Ayes: Kosnick, Morgan, Zalas. Motion approved. Commissioner Kosnick moved, 

seconded by Commissioner Morgan, to approve the Operating Statements for May 31, 2022, June 30, 2022, 

July 31, 2022, August 31, 2022. Ayes: Kosnick, Morgan, Peterson, Zalas. Motion approved. 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Limited & Taxable Limited Tax Park Bonds, Series 2022 and Engagement Letter: 

Director Fullerton read an email from Eric Anderson from PSC regarding the bonds. In summary, rates are up 

around .70%, both increasing the costs of the refunding bonds and reducing the amount of new money available 

to the district. New money has decreased by about $20,000 due to the increase in rates. The Feds meet this 

Wednesday and could increase to 1%. Director Fullerton said we need the new bond and money for capital 

projects so we can’t help that the rates are going up.  

Commissioner Morgan moved, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to approve Letter of Engagement for Ice 

Miller LLP. Ayes: Kosnick, Morgan, Peterson, Zalas. Motion approved.  

 

Vandalism at Kasey Meadow Park to Potty and Fence: 

The total cost for damage done to the portable toilet and fence at the skate park on July 4th was $2,974.09 

(PDRMA total $2,454.57). PDRMA’s total is less because they don’t pay for the district to investigate the 

damage, however, the police need this amount. The deductible is $1,000 for this claim. We received the check 

from PDMRA for $1,454.57. 

Krueger Park Roof and Tuckpointing: 

There are seven blisters on the old portion of the flat roof. The cost will be $2,650 so we will move forward 

with this repair once we get a warranty for the work. The blisters are a lot of air with some moisture underneath 

them. It is not a bubble holding a lot of water. It hasn’t dripped down to the surface of the roof. Garland 

suggested a roof scan which was done a few weeks ago by IRT (Infrared Roofing Technologies). IRT said that 

the KP roof is in great shape. A dry roof is between 1-15 and we are an 8. That doesn’t mean middle of the 

road, however, that means the roof is completely dry. Next, we will get prices on tuckpointing and taping. There 

are some fees from our attorney because we were going to use the OMNIA coop. Since we are not replacing the 

roof there will be no need to use OMNIA.  

 

Carnival: 

There was a good crowd on Thursday and Friday and an even larger crowd on Saturday. Sunday had a large 

crowd until the lightning detection went off at 5:30pm. We were able to reopen the Carnival from 7-8pm and 

then the lightning came back. The Street Fair had 70 cars at the car show and bingo, bands, a variety of craft 

booths and food trucks. There was a comment on Facebook that a person’s eight-year-old daughter had no rides 

to go on because the child was too big for the kids’ rides and too small for the bigger rides. A few people 

commented back but that was on social media. The following is the 40% we received from the rides: 2022 

$36,527, 2021 $41,355, 2019 $15,543, 2018 $36,968, 2017 $39,308. This does not include the signing bonus at 

the beginning of each contract year, and it doesn’t include money for grass or security.  

 

We will be revising the contract with All Around Amusements (AAA) that begins in 2023. PDRMA gave us 

some language to use so the park district will not have to process background checks and the background 

checks will be processed through AAA. Half of their AAA workforce is international and has H2B background 

checks done by Homeland Security. Secondly, we want to increase the cost of Mega Passes from $50 to $60. 

Most festivals are $60 to $70 for the 4-day Mega Pass. There may be a reduction of the $5,000 for grass we 

receive from AAA. We only spend approximately $1,000 to $2,000 for grass, however, this year there was 

damage to the asphalt parking lot where Moby Dick was placed (outside of the director’s office). The cost was 
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$4,500 for the asphalt damage. There were some deep ruts in the asphalt and some heaving, so we are getting 

prices on it. AAA gives us $3,000 for security and we may need more than that this year since we increased the 

number of officers from four to six. We are waiting for the police to send their invoice this year. AAA asked for 

money back if we didn’t use it for grass, but we used it for the asphalt damage.  

 

Sealcoating for Cynthia Neal Parking Lot: 

We only received one price, $12,405, from Maul Paving, to repair the asphalt from a carnival ride and to 

sealcoat the entire parking lot at CN. We are going to repair the area from the Carnival ride but are waiting on 

sealcoating the CN and KP parking lots until the spring since there are only two weeks left for the sealcoating 

companies before they close for the winter. The following are the prices we received from Maul Paving.   

Fix Area from Carnival Ride   4,500 

Front Lot by CN Building   3,073 

Lot by Splash Pad   4,832 

    
 

   

Commissioner Zalas asked if it is a hot or cold patch. Mr. Ingalls said it is a hot patch.  

 

Osborne Park Renovation Project Grant Approval: 

We have spent this past month finalizing the drawings for Osborne Park and gathering all the grant 

documentation. Part of the grant is to ask for letters of support from legislators. We received letters from Mayor 

Howley, State Representative Nichols and Senator Collins. The total cost of the project will be $482,022.20. 

The OSLAD grant will be for 50% so the park district will pay $241,011.10. If we didn’t apply for this grant, 

we would only be able to put in a playground and it would be a lot smaller than what we are getting with this 

grant. This project will include a playground, a 16x16 shelter (with a hard top versus shade), two game tables 

(chess and backgammon), painted games such as Hopscotch, a merry go round, a spinner (net feature),an 

outdoor fitness station with three exercise pieces, a Pollinator walk and several benches. Commissioner Kosnick 

moved, seconded by Commissioner Zalas, to approve $485,000 for the Osborne Park Project plus the cost of an 

attestation/financial audit for the grant. Ayes: Kosnick, Morgan, Peterson, Zalas. Motion approved. 

Commissioner Kosnick asked if the manufacturer mentioned the merry go round because in the past children 

would get their foot caught underneath it when they were running around the merry go round. Director Fullerton 

said that is an old design. The merry go round for Osborne is the same as Kasey Meadow that is ADA 

accessible, and they won’t get their foot caught underneath it.  

 

Employee Focus Group: 

We brought back our annual Employee Summer Party. This is a focus group meeting where we go around the 

room and talk about how long we have worked at HHPD, what jobs we have held, what we like most about our 

jobs and improvements or wish list items and the notes are attached. There were 29 in attendance of 44 

employees and 24 CITs. One of the comments was to put lids on the garbage cans. Mr. Ingalls said there is 

more garbage when there are no lids because they throw it next to the can, not in it. Other comments were for 

more activities for children to do during camp.  

 

Holiday Closings for 2023: 

This is the holiday schedule for the recreation centers for next year: 

Date       CN Office  Fitness Center   

Good Friday, April 7     Closed   5:30am-6pm 

Easter Sunday, April 9    Closed   Closed 
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Memorial Day, May 29    Closed   8am-noon 

Monday, July 3     Closed   Regular hours 

Tuesday, July 4       Closed   8am-noon 

Monday, Labor Day, Sept. 4    Closed   8am-noon 

Monday, Columbus Day, October 9   Closed   Regular hours 

Thursday, Thanksgiving, Nov. 23   Closed   8am-noon 

Friday, Day after Thanksgiving, Nov. 24  Closed   5:30am -6pm 

Friday, Dec. 22(business day prior to Christmas Eve) Closed  Regular hours 

Sunday, Christmas Eve, Dec. 24   Closed   8am-noon 

Monday, Christmas Day, Dec. 25   Closed   Closed 

Friday, Dec. 29(business day prior to New Year’s Eve)Closed  Regular hours 

Sunday, New Year’s Eve, Dec. 31   Closed   8am-noon 

Monday, New Year’s Day, Jan. 1   Closed   8am-noon 

 

Commissioner Kosnick moved, seconded by Commissioner Morgan, to approve the holiday schedule plus July 

3. Ayes: Kosnick, Morgan, Peterson, Zalas. Motion approved.  

 

Miscellaneous: 

The July fitness center and walking track report were included in the board packet. There was a group of people 

at the bottom of the hill from Trinity Christian School. As you know we don’t allow groups of more than 7 at 

the parks unless they get a field permit, however, we don’t rent the bottom of the hill. Director Fullerton 

described the situation and gave the commissioners the emails that were sent from one of the coach’s parents. 

These are the park district policies that the staff must enforce. Even the local high schools don’t run on park 

district property because they should know that they can’t use park district property. They go to the forest 

preserves. If we allow this group, we will have to allow other school groups and they could take over our 

walking trails, parking lots, the stairs, and the hill so that residents can’t use them so that is why we have these 

rules. Residents have complained recently of private groups taking over the stairs, the seating area and the hill. 

Permits and rules are posted on the park district website.  Director Fullerton said she will not be approaching 

additional groups and will just call the police. People get very unruly about our polices. Commissioner Morgan 

said that your safety comes first so there is no issue with calling the police. People don’t think about bringing 

their big groups. We need to post more signs. Director Fullerton said people walk right by the no dog sign in 

our parks and there must be seven signs around Kasey Meadow Park with No Pets allowed. After discussion, 

there will be more signs placed by the stairs and in the parking lots regarding permits for fields.  

 

Receipts and Disbursements and Annual Financial Report: 

Commissioner Morgan moved, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to approve RECEIPTS AND 

DISBURSEMENTS FOR FISCAL YEAR MAY 1, 2021 THRU APRIL 30, 2022. Ayes: Kosnick, Morgan, 

Peterson, Zalas. Motion approved. 

Commissioner Morgan moved, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to approve the AUDIT/ANNUAL 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR MAY 1, 2021 TO APRIL 30, 2022. Ayes: Kosnick, Morgan, Peterson, Zalas. 

Motion approved. There were no comments in the management letter. There were comments the previous year 

that were repeated but it was indicated that they were taken care of last year.  Director Fullerton went over the 

audit and provided a written fiscal year summary report.  
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Commissioner Morgan moved, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to adjourn to the next regular board 

meeting. Ayes: Kosnick, Morgan, Peterson, Zalas. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:28p.m.  

       _____________________________ 

               Secretary 

ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 

President 

 


