
1 
 

BOARD MINUTES 

November 20, 2023 

 

A public hearing for the proposed property tax increase for the Hickory Hills Park District/Truth & Taxation 

hearing of Board Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners was called to order at 7:01 p.m. on November 

20, 2023, at the Cynthia Neal Center, 8047 W. 91ST Place, Hickory Hills, Illinois. No citizens were present, and 

no comments were made.  

 

The following commissioners were present: Czarny, Kosnick, Morgan, Peterson, Zalas. Also present: Jennifer 

Fullerton, Executive Director. 

 

Commissioner Kosnick moved, seconded by Commissioner Peterson to adjourn to the regular board meeting. 

Ayes: Czarny, Kosnick, Morgan, Peterson, Zalas. The public hearing was adjourned at 7:02p.m. 

 

The regular monthly Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order at 7:02 pm on 

November 20, 2023, at the Cynthia Neal Center, 8047 W. 91ST Place, Hickory Hills, Illinois. 

 

The following commissioners were present: Czarny, Kosnick, Morgan, Peterson, Zalas 

 

Also present were Jennifer Fullerton, Executive Director, Zach Ingalls, Maintenance Manager, Tammy Muth, 

Business Manager and Angel Sanchez, Recreation Manager. Residents: Sindowski family and Hernandez 

family.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Commissioner Czarny moved, seconded by Commissioner Morgan, to approve minutes of October 16, 2023. 

Ayes: Czarny, Kosnick, Morgan, Peterson, Zalas. Motion approved.  

 

Commissioner Morgan moved, seconded by Commissioner Czarny, to approve the special meeting (Decennial 

Committee) minutes of October 16, 2023. Ayes: Czarny, Kosnick, Morgan, Peterson, Zalas. Motion approved.  

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Krueger’s Krew sent a thank you note for the free table at the Garage Sale to help support our soldiers.  

 

The Halloween House Decorating Contest Winners were presented as follows: 

1st place was won by the Sindowski Family (9147 Sycamore Dr Ave) and will receive a $100 gift card to 

Fasano’s. 2nd place was won by the Hernandez Family (8200 W. 90th St.) and will receive a $50 gift card to 

Fasano’s. 3rd place was won by the Ibarra Family (8800 W. 89th St) and will receive a $25 gift card to Fasano’s. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Nothing to report. 

 

MAINTENANCE REPORT 

Mr. Ingalls presented the maintenance report, and it was placed on file. Winterization of drinking fountains, 

irrigation, MP pond, and splash pad is complete. We received the 2023 F150 Truck. We still have to receive the 

Tommy-Gate, light bar and back up alarm to be put on the truck. Seed was put down at the Martin Park soccer 

fields. There is a sag in the field where there is a water main, and it also kills the grass. It is on the bigger soccer 

field near the community center, so we filled the sag with dirt and put seed down. Snow fencing was put around 

the goal boxes to give the grass a chance to grow. Pictures were shown to the commissioners of a Willow tree at 
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Martin Park that had to be removed because it was leaning low. Prior to the removal, Mr. Ingalls contacted Sue 

Lehr at Public Works because she is an arborist and she confirmed that it could fall from the wind.  

RECREATION REPORT 

Mr. Sanchez presented the recreation report, and it was placed on file. The first Taste of Hickory Hills was 

November 3. There were some residents at this event who never attended any park district events. There were 

46 in attendance at the event and seven restaurants provided a variety of foods. At one of the NRPA sessions, 

Mr. Sanchez was able to get a better understanding of looking into more participant feedback with our 

programs. Commissioner Peterson asked about the attendance for the Garage Sale from the public. Mr. Sanchez 

said that it was steady but slow. Next year we will purchase lawn signs, see about putting a message on the 

marquee on 88th Avenue and advertising at local churches and communities. Park districts share event 

promotions which we can also do.  

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 

Ms. Muth presented the administrative report, and it was placed on file. The concessions’ profit has gone down 

from last year due to the price of the products going up. There will be an increase in prices soon to match it up 

and make a decent profit.  The CN Secretary wrote a note of resignation and put her keys in an envelope. She 

was only working here for a few weeks. The position was reposted on Indeed. RecTrac went live today, and we 

will be working in the new system tomorrow with entering registration.  

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Commissioner Zalas moved, seconded by Commissioner Morgan, to approve Claim Ordinance 820. Ayes: 

Czarny, Kosnick, Morgan, Peterson, Zalas. Motion approved. Commissioner Kosnick made note of the 

Investment Report of October 31, 2023, which includes the US Treasury statement. There was $200,000 in US 

Treasuries cashed in since taxes are not coming in yet and registration is slower at this time of year. 

Commissioner Czarny moved, seconded by Commissioner Kosnick, to approve the Operating Statements for 

October 31, 2023. Ayes: Czarny, Kosnick, Morgan, Peterson, Zalas. Motion approved.  

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Osborne Park OSLAD Grant Construction Project: 

Commissioner Peterson moved, seconded by Commissioner Morgan, to approve a payout for Upland Design of 

1,722.82. Ayes: Czarny, Kosnick, Morgan, Peterson, Zalas. Motion approved. 

 

We moved the bid opening from November 1 to November 9 because only one contractor picked up the bid 

specs which was a good recommendation since we received three bids on November 9. The bid results for the 

Osborne Park OSLAD project were included in the board packet. The lowest bidder was D&J Landscape in the 

amount of $312,329.18 + the alternate for an additional bench $2,291. Total is $314,620.18. The budget was 

$399,204.34, so it is under budget. References were in the board packet and have been checked by Upland 

Design and Zach Ingalls. Thomas Haley from the Indiana, Illinois, Iowa Foundation for Fair Contracting, 

attended the bid opening and said D&J Landscape had some problems or issues. He mentioned the Homewood 

Flossmoor project and Liz from Upland Design said that was my project so what were the issues or problems. 

Mr. Haley said there was a delay in the project and some paperwork issues. He said I’ll send you a letter to your 

email address. That email and letter was put at the board seat today as well as some references from other jobs. 

The letters mention projects that were behind schedule. It also talks about the first violation for failure to pay 

prevailing wage. When he brings this up, it also means our project could have a rat at Osborne or the CN 
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Center. We dug into it further. There was no second violation. We called references and reached out to other 

park districts. The references said the projects went well. Then Alsip and Worth park district, who are not on 

their reference list, said their projects are finishing up and D& J Landscape did great. I asked if there were 

issues with paperwork or if their projects were delayed and they said they didn’t have these issues and they 

were great to work with. Upland Design worked with them on four projects and those went well. The prevailing 

wage has changed, and the park district used to have to manage it. The contractors would submit their 

prevailing wage report to the park district every time there was a payout. Now the prevailing wage is reported 

by the contractor and placed online with Illinois Department of Labor. Innovation is the second bidder and we 

worked with them on two park projects in 2018 and they were fine. We all save a lot by going with D&J 

Landscape, meaning the park district and the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, can use this money for 

other park district projects. Commissioner Morgan asked if we are under any obligation to only hire companies 

that pay prevailing wage. Director Fullerton said no. Commissioner Morgan asked if we are under any 

obligation to go with the lowest bidder. Director Fullerton said if you don’t accept the lowest bidder, you just 

have to write a letter to them and state the reasons why. There was a discussion of unions.  

 

Commissioner Zalas moved, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to approve D&J Landscape for the Osborne 

Park Construction in the amount of $314,620.18. Ayes: Czarny, Kosnick, Morgan, Peterson, Zalas. Motion 

approved. 

 

Preschool 2022-2023 Bottom Line Report: 

Little Learners’ net revenue was $36,996 in 22/23, $31,638 in 21/22 and $10,957 in 20/21. We had 362 

enrollees in 22/23, 226 enrollees in 21/22 and 105 enrollees in 20/21. Enrollees include the half year preschool, 

before care, aftercare, and mini school programs.  Salaries were $33,816 in 22/23 and $30,998 in 21/22. There 

was $6,787 in refunds in 22/23 and $8,361 in refunds in 21/22. 

 

Zip Code Report: 

In the board packet were the zip code reports for each program season, dance, preschool, after school and the 

fitness center.  

 

Natural Gas Contract: 

The natural gas contract for the park district facilities expires on 12/31/2023. This new contract renewed at 

.4790 and is a two-year contract with the new expiration date of December 31, 2025. Last year at this time, the 

rate would have been .7000. The following are the gas contracts since 2013 when we started working with an 

energy consultant.   

 

2013-2014 .4320 

2015-2016 .5210 

2017 .4590 

2018-2020 .3680 

2021-2023 .3650 

2024-2025 .4790 (new two-year contract signed on 10/19/2023, begins 1/1/24 with Symmetry Energy) 
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PDRMA 2024 Property/Casualty Rates: 

During the PDRMA Property/Casualty Program Council Meeting in November, PDRMA reviewed changes and 

the 2024 rates. Our rate went up from $25,147 in 2023 which was a 5.76% decrease to $29,842.11 for 2024 

which is a 16% increase from 23-24.  The rate increase for the following years is estimated at 15% in 2025 and 

25% in 2026. Property and Liability has been going up due to inflation and environmental occurrences.  

 

Legal Symposium: 

The IAPD Legal Symposium was very good and the report was in the director’s report. There is a new law that 

will allow children to administer Epipens themselves with a signed waiver from the parent. We are assuming 

this will also have an age that the child can administer themselves. Commissioner Peterson asked if we have 

children that have Epipens in our programs. Mr. Sanchez said that the parents fill out an emergency form that 

includes allergies and medications. It does list if we administer it or if they administer themselves.  

 

SWSRA Member District Rate Increase: 

The SWSRA rate will be going up from 2% to 2.25%. This will be tabled to the next board meeting because we 

will need a resolution and we just received the resolution this morning. The 2 cents are not enough to cover all 

the expenses for SWSRA so that is why it is going up.  

 

Park Conference and Credentials Certificate for the Illinois Association of Park Districts: 

The board packet contains a packet from IAPD regarding the Credentials Certificate, Resolutions and 

Recommendations. No commissioners are attending this meeting.   

 

Incidents/Vandalism: 

On November 7 at 5:40pm, a male entered Krueger Park Rec Center and was yelling at the facility supervisor to 

use the phone and had no shoes on and had an ankle monitor. He said he was kicked out of his home and said he 

had a crackpipe on him.  When the police arrived, he told them he smoked crack 20 minutes ago. The police 

picked him up and transported him to a hotel where he was residing. The police did not pursue criminal charges 

because there was a minimal amount of residue on him and no drugs. No one was harmed.  

 

Miscellaneous: 

The September fitness center and walking track report was included in the board packet.  

 

The carnival net for 2023 was $27,252.29 (gross revenue $39,237.50 – expenses $11,985.21) since we have all 

the invoices. The 2022 net was $33,784.36 and in 2021 it was $45,188.84. Most of the lower amount of the net 

is due to canceling the carnival on Thursday due to extreme heat.  

 

Chief Bray confirmed he doesn’t conduct Active Shooter training and would be an attendee like us. After 

calling several companies we ended up booking with our local Chicago FBI office (referred by PDRMA) and it 

will be at no charge. This training will take place 9/24/24 from 4-4:45pm during the annual employee safety 

meeting.  
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Tax Levy: 

The tax levy resolution had all the figures in it and was presented and approved last month. Commissioner 

Peterson moved, seconded by Commissioner Zalas to approve an ORDINANCE 2023-358 PROVIDING FOR 

THE LEVYING, ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF TAXES FOR THE YEAR 2023 OF THE HICKORY 

HILLS PARK DISTRICT COUNTY OF COOK, ILLINOIS.  

SECTION 1 

That a tax in the sum of One Million Three Hundred Twenty-Six Thousand Five Hundred and Fifty Three Dollars 

($1,326,553) or so much thereof as may be authorized by law, be and hereby is assessed and levied to defray the 

anticipated expenses and liabilities of the Hickory Hills Park District for objects and purposes hereinafter 

specified against all taxable property within the limits of the Hickory Hills Park District, at full, fair cash value 

as the same is assessed and equalized for state and county purposes for 2023: 

CORPORATE FUND ...................................578,351.00 

RECREATION FUND .................................578,351.00 

POLICE FUND .................................................4,000.00 

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE FUND .....1,000.00 

SPECIAL RECREATION FUND ................164,851.00 

Total Amount to be Levied in All Funds $1,326,553.00 

Ayes: Czarny, Kosnick, Morgan, Peterson, Zalas. Motion approved. 

Closed Session Review: 

Commissioner Peterson moved, seconded by Commissioner Morgan, that the closed session minutes have been 

reviewed and no closed session minutes will be released at this time under the CLOSED SESSION-REVIEW, 

APPROVAL AND/OR RELEASE OF CLOSED SESSION MINUTES UNDER SECTION 2(C)(21) OF THE 

OPEN MEETINGS ACT. Ayes: Czarny, Kosnick, Morgan, Peterson, Zalas. Motion approved.  

 

Commissioner Zalas moved, seconded by Commissioner Kosnick, to adjourn to the next regular board meeting. 

Ayes: Czarny, Kosnick, Morgan, Peterson, Zalas. Motion approved. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:06p.m.  

       _____________________________ 

               Secretary 

ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 

President 

 


